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Text: Job 1:1-22; 2:9-10; 40:1-8 Focal Point Radio Ministries 
Topic: Suffering.  Theodicy. August 4, 1996 
Series: none   96-27 Pastor Mike 

Job 
A Lesson in Suffering 

 
 
 1 In the land of Uz there lived a man 
whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and 
shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three 
daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred 
yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and 
had a large number of servants. He was the 
greatest man among all the people of the 
East... 
  6 One day the angels came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came with them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, 
"Where have you come from?" Satan 
answered the Lord, "From roaming through 
the earth and going to and fro in it." 8 Then 
the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered 
my servant Job? There is no-one on earth like 
him; he is blameless and upright, a man who 
fears God and shuns evil." 9 "Does Job fear 
God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you 
not put a hedge around him and his 
household and everything he has? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, so that his 
flocks and herds are spread throughout the 
land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike 
everything he has, and he will surely curse 
you to your face." 12 The Lord said to Satan, 
"Very well, then, everything he has is in your 
hands, but on the man himself do not lay a 
finger." Then Satan went out from the 
presence of the Lord. 
 13 One day when Job's sons and 
daughters were feasting and drinking wine at 
the oldest brother's house, 14 a messenger 
came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing 
and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and 
the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. 
They put the servants to the sword, and I am 
the only one who has escaped to tell you!" 16 
While he was still speaking, another 
messenger came and said, "The fire of God 
fell from the sky and burned up the sheep 
and the servants, and I am the only one who 
has escaped to tell you!" 17 While he was still 
speaking, another messenger came and said, 
"The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties 
and swept down on your camels and carried 
them off. They put the servants to the sword, 
and I am the only one who has escaped to tell 

 

1.  The Story   (1:1-22;  2:9-10) 
 

 A.  A Godly Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 B.  A Terrible Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 C.  A Theological Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The Lesson   (40:1-8) 
 
 A.  Be Careful Who You ______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 B.  Seek God Who is a ____________________ 
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you!" 18 While he was still speaking, yet 
another messenger came and said, "Your 
sons and daughters were feasting and 
drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, 
19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in 
from the desert and struck the four corners of 
the house. It collapsed on them and they are 
dead, and I am the only one who has escaped 
to tell you!" 
 20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe 
and shaved his head. Then he fell to the 
ground in worship 21 and said: "Naked I 
came from my mother's womb, and naked I 
shall depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has 
taken away; may the name of the Lord be 
praised." 22 In all this, Job did not sin by 
charging God with wrongdoing. 
... 
 2:9 His wife said to him, “Are you still 
holding on to your integrity?  Curse God and 
die!”   10 He replied, “You are talking like a 
foolish woman.  Shall we accept good from 
God, and not trouble?”  In all this, Job did 
not sin in what he said. 
... 
 40:1 The Lord said to Job: 2 "Will the 
one who contends with the Almighty correct 
him? Let him who accuses God answer him!" 
3 Then Job answered the Lord: 4 "I am 
unworthy--how can I reply to you? I put my 
hand over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I 
have no answer--twice, but I will say no 
more."  6  Then the Lord spoke to Job out of 
the storm: 7 "Brace yourself like a man; I 
will question you, and you shall answer me. 
8 "Would you discredit my justice? Would 
you condemn me to justify yourself?”    (NIV) 

 
 
 C.  Maintain a _______________________ Perspective  
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Discussion Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of todayʼs message.  
 
 
1. Pain and suffering in our lives are allowed by God for a variety of reasons.   List the different reasons that are 

described or illustrated by the following passages and attempt to identify an example of each of these from 
your own personal experience if possible. 

 
• Hebrews 12:11  (itʼs worth checking out the context of this verse as well). 
 
 
 
• 1 John 3:12-13  (see also the Gospel of John 15:18-21). 
 
 
 
• 1 Corinthians 12:7-9. 
 
 
 
• Galatians 6:7-8;  see also Proverbs 22:8a.   (Attempt to distinguish this from the Hebrews 12 passage -

- I think it is distinct...  one often continues on after the other is accomplished.)  Donʼt forget to give an 
example from your life. 

 
 
 

2. Jobʼs suffering doesnʼt appear to fall into any of the categories listed above.   So even if Job had the 
advantage of a New Testament his suffering would still be a mystery.    Have you ever suffered in a way that 
you could not file into one of the above categories?    What was that like?    What was your “intellectual” 
reaction to that situation?   How did you try to make sense of it? 

 
 
 
 
3. Job was left without answers.   With a careful reading of chapters three through thirty-one of Job I think you 

would agree that Jobʼs attitude begins to rapidly deteriorate.   Can you identify with that?   When your pain is 
prolonged how do you handle it?    Think back to a time like that and attempt to analyze how your attitude, 
actions, etc. change.   Attempt to categorize what kind of thoughts lead to what kind of thoughts. 

 
 
 
 
4. Ultimately Job was restored and vindicated (before his friends).   It is interesting to note that it all happened 

without an adequate explanation from God.  As far as we know Job was never informed of the situation 
between God and Satan that had led to his intense pain.    Reread the response of Job in 40:3-5 and also in 
42:1-6.   Job obviously didnʼt complain about not getting an adequate answer.  How would you describe 
Jobʼs response and why does that make sense in light of the context? 

 
 
 
 
5. What important lesson you have learned from examining the life of Job? 
 


