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Text: Various  tape: 96-29 Focal Point Radio Ministries 
Topic: Marriage.  Respect. August 18, 1996 
Series: OT School of Marriage Pastor Mike 

Abraham & Sarah 
A Lesson in Respect 

 
 
Gen.11:29 Abram and Nahor both 
married. The name of Abram's wife was 
Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was 
Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, 
the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30 
Now Sarai was barren; she had no 
children. 31 Terah took his son Abram, 
his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his 
daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son 
Abram, and together they set out from Ur 
of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But 
when they came to Haran, they settled 
there. 32 Terah lived 205 years, and he 
died in Haran.  12:1  The Lord had said to 
Abram, "Leave your country, your people 
and your father's household and go to the 
land I will show you. 2 "I will make you 
into a great nation and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you."  4 So Abram left, as 
the Lord had told him... 
------ 
Gen.18:12 So Sarah laughed to herself as 
she thought, "After I am worn out and my 
master is old..." 
------ 
Gen.22:1  Some time later God tested 
Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
"Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, 
"Take your son, your only son, Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains I will tell 
you about."  3 Early the next morning 
Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. 
He took with him two of his servants and 
his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about. 
------ 
Gen.16:3 So after Abram had been living 
in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took 
her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave 
her to her husband to be his wife.  4 He 

 
1.  Sarahʼs Uncommon Respect 
 
 A.  She Was Flexibly __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 B.  She Was Respectfully _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 C.  She Was Incredibly ___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Abrahamʼs Uncommon Respect 
 
 A.  He Was A Gutsy ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 B.  He Was Accommodatingly  ________________________ 
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slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
When she knew she was pregnant, she 
began to despise her mistress. 5 Then 
Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible 
for the wrong I am suffering. I put my 
servant in your arms, and now that she 
knows she is pregnant, she despises me. 
May the LORD judge between you and 
me." 6 "Your servant is in your hands," 
Abram said. "Do with her whatever you 
think best." Then Sarai ill-treated Hagar; 
so she fled from her. 
------ 

Gen.21:8  The child grew and 
was weaned, and on the day 
Isaac was weaned Abraham 
held a great feast.  9  But Sarah 
saw that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to 
Abraham was mocking, 10 and 
she said to Abraham, "Get rid of 
that slave woman and her son, 
for that slave woman's son will 
never share in the inheritance 
with my son Isaac." 11 The 
matter distressed Abraham 
greatly because it concerned his 
son. 12 But God said to him, 
"Do not be so distressed about 
the boy and your maidservant. 
Listen to whatever Sarah tells 
you, because it is through Isaac 
that your offspring will be 
reckoned. 13 I will make the 
son of the maidservant into a 
nation also, because he is your 
offspring."   14  Early the next 
morning Abraham took some 
food and a skin of water and 
gave them to Hagar. He set 
them on her shoulders and 
then sent her off with the boy. 
She went on her way and 
wandered in the desert of 
Beersheba.   (NIV) 

 
 

 
 
 
 C.  He Was Incredibly _________________________ 
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Discussion Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of todayʼs message.   
 
Wives 
1. How can you be more respectful toward your husband in general? 
 
 
 
 
2. In what ways do you need to be more deferential toward your husbandʼs leadership? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to demonstrate that you hold your husband in high esteem? 
 
 
 
 
4. How difficult is it to trust the leadership of your husband?   How does trusting God help you trust the 

leadership of your husband? 
 
 
 
 
 How does 1 Peter 3:1-6 and the story of Sarah help? 
 
 
 
Husbands 
1. How can you be more respectful toward your wife in general? 
 
 
 
 
2. Thinking in terms of management and oversight how can you provide better leadership for your family? 
 
 
 
 
3. Spiritually how can you be a better leader?     (Be specific!) 
 
 
 
4. How difficult is it for you to be sensitive to your wife?    How can you seek to be more sensitive to your wife? 
 
 
 
5. What challenges you most about the way Abraham treated his wife? 
 
 
 
 
Together 
1. Sit down and pray together about your marriage. 
 
 
2. Ask your spouse what you can do to be a better husband/wife. 


