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Text: 2 Peter 2:1-3 Focal Point Radio Ministries 
Topic: Bible.  Heresy. June 13 & 14, 1998 
Series: Book of 2 Peter Pastor Mike 

The Rel iab i l i ty  o f  the  Bib leThe Rel iab i l i ty  o f  the  Bib le   
A Standard That Works 

1:16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were 
with him on the sacred mountain.  

19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly 
introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves.  
2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you 
with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been 
sleeping.    (NIV) 

 
1.  Use Your Bible to __________________________________    (v.1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Use Your Bible to __________________________________    (vv.2-3) 
 
 



Page 2 
 

 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of todayʼs message.  It is recommended that you take time this week to write 
out your response to each of these questions.  This will help to drive home the point of todayʼs message and will help you apply the principles to 
your life situation.   
 
1. Though “judging” has been categorically dismissed as arrogant and narrow-minded in our your-truth-is-as-good-

as-mine culture, the Bible obviously calls Christians to make judgments about what is true and what is not.  If 
God has spoken to mankind in the pages of the Bible then there is clearly a need for us to determine the 
difference between truth and error in the things that we hear and read everyday.  What do the following 
passages say about this? 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:21 

• Matthew 7:15-16 

• 1 John 4:1 

2. The difficult thing about discerning truth from error is that sometimes times the bogus teaching comes in 
packages that look very believable.  What are some examples of this. 

3. Though many Christians come to different conclusions about peripheral issues in the Bible, our passage 
focuses on those whose teachings are “destructive”.  Describe the difference between teachings that “destroy” 
oneʼs opportunity to be saved or “destroy” oneʼs walk of obedience with Christ, and those that do not. 

4. Second Peter 2:1-3 reminds us that greed and false teaching go hand in hand (see also 1Tim.6:3-5).  Our 
passage tells us that in a quest for money false teachers “make up stories”, manipulating people to give them 
more.  How do you discern the difference between honest appeals of truthful ministries and the greedy ploys of 
others? 

5. Knowing that it is possible for a Christian to pass the point of being discerning and actually become 
hypercritical, how do you plan on avoiding the reproof of 1 Timothy 6:4? 

6. The ultimate protection against believing lies is to become immersed in the truth.  The Bible is our unalterable 
source of truth from God.  What is your plan to gain a better grasp of Godʼs word?   Be specific in stating some 
of your daily, weekly, monthly, and annual goals as a student of the Bible. 


