
 
 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 4:1b – 7:17 Focal Point Radio Ministries 
Topic: Discipline (Chastisement).  Repentance. January 16 & 17, 1999 
Series: Book of 1 Samuel Pastor Mike 

A Lesson for Losers  
The Right Response to Divine Spankings 

 

1.  Know ____________________________________________   (4:1b-
12) 

2.  Donʼt _________________   (4:12-22) 

3.  Go __________________________   (5:1 – 6:21) 

4.  Most Importantly _____________________   (7:1-17) 



 
 

 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of todayʼs message.  It is recommended that you take time this week to write 
out your response to each of these questions.  This will help to drive home the point of todayʼs message and will help you apply the principles to 
your life situation.  
 
 
1. Read Hebrews 12:4-11.  Though there are a variety of other reasons in the Bible that tell us why Christians 

suffer (cf. tape #97-17), Godʼs discipline for erring children is clearly one of them.   Describe a situation in your 
Christian life that you concluded to be Godʼs discipline. 

 How long did it take to realize that the painful situation you described above was the active disciplinary 
intervention of God?   How did you come to realize this? 

 How does that realization change your perspective in those situations? 

2. What is at stake when we donʼt promptly recognize Godʼs discipline as Godʼs discipline? 

3. Godʼs word is the only sure way to accurately assess and properly correct the behavior that has brought on 
Godʼs discipline in our lives.   How have you found your problems to be compounded when you sought relief in 
consulting the wrong counsel or following the wrong advice (whether it was your own or some elseʼs). 

4. Repentance, of course, is the ultimate goal of Godʼs discipline!   Illustrating from your own experience, describe 
the difference between real repentance and “partial” or “superficial” repentance. 

5. It is tempting to respond to divine discipline in the same immature way many of us responded to the discipline of 
our earthly parents.   In contrast to that and with the flavor of maturity, write out a prayer that reflects your 
willingness to accept Godʼs discipline, your desire to be sensitive to it, and your thanks that he cares enough to 
do it. 

 
 
 


