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Text: 1 Samuel 31:1-13 Focal Point Radio Ministries 
Topic: Death.  Obedience. June 26 & 27, 1999 
Series: Book of 1 Samuel Pastor Mike 

Finish Well  
Pleasing God in Your Final Chapter 

 

1.  Be ___________________   (vv.1-4) 

2.  Never ___________________   (vv.5-10) 

3.  Keep _____________________________   (vv.11-13) 
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Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of todayʼs message.  It is recommended that you take time this week to write 
out your response to each of these questions.  This will help to drive home the point of todayʼs message and will help you apply the principles to 
your life situation.   

1. What does Hebrews 2:15 tell us Jesus intended to accomplish at his first coming? 

 How successful has he been at accomplishing this in your life?  

2. If you have experienced the death of a friend or family member after a prolonged illness or serious injury, you 
know how difficult the dying process can be.  Though many Christians would say they donʼt fear death itself, 
most would admit that they have some level of trepidation for the pain that can accompany it.  In what ways 
does that concern you and your hopes of “finishing well?” 

 Describe a time in your life when you drew courage and strength from your relationship with Christ while in the 
midst of some physical pain or humiliation? 

 In what way does that past experience help to bolster your confidence that “Godʼs grace is sufficient for you” 
regardless of how God calls you home? 

3. Maintaining genuine hope, and a positive Christ-like attitude in the midst of difficult and life threatening 
situations is a real challenge for the Christian.  What has helped you to maintain hope when your circumstances 
seemed hopeless? 

4. As we will see in 2 Samuel 1, the funeral lament and eulogy is a time to reflect on, and express the contribution 
one life had made on the lives of others.  Imagining your own funeral, what would you hope the honest 
assessment of your lifeʼs impact to be on others?   In what specific ways do you hope your life makes a 
difference for Christ? 

5. Though our passage has led us to contemplate how we “finish” we would be remiss to leave this topic without a 
challenge regarding our readiness for this inevitable event.  Are you sure you are ready?  Can you point to a 
time in your life when you know for sure that you turned from your way of living life to embrace Godʼs?  Do you 
know for sure that you have relinquished your trust in yourself and your own good deeds, and placed your 
complete confidence and faith in Jesus Christ to exempt you from Godʼs coming wrath?    


