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Couriers for Christ  
Mastering the Message Entrusted for Delivery 

 

 
1.  Beware ______________________    

2.  Study _____________________    

3.  Practice ___________________________    

 

Colossians 4:3-6 
3 And pray for us, 
too, that God 
may open a door 
for our message, 
so that we may 
proclaim the 
mystery of 
Christ, for which 
I am in chains.  
4 Pray that I 
may proclaim it 
clearly, as I 
should. 5 Be 
wise in the way 
you act toward 
outsiders; make 
the most of 
every opportu-
nity. 6 Let your 
conversation be 
always full of 
grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that 
you may know 
how to answer 
everyone.  (NIV) 
 



We are reading through 
the Bible in a year!  Here 
is this week’s schedule.    

Sunday 
 Gen.26-27 & 
Mt.13 
Monday 
 Gen.28-29 & 
Mt.14 
Tuesday 
 Gen.30-31 & 
Mt.15 
Wednesday 
 Gen.32-33 & 
Mt.16 
Thursday 
 Gen.34-35 & 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
will help to drive home the point of today’s message.  It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  This can take place with friends, your 
family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church.  

1. In what ways have you observed the gospel being distorted? 

2. How much time and effort have you given to studying the gospel in its New Testament context?  If not a lot, 
would you consider reading through the New Testament and noting every instance of the gospel being 
presented (keeping in mind the knowledge that the Old Testament-trained, Jewish audience brought to each 
gospel encounter)?  For a quick study, read the book of Acts and carefully analyze every gospel presentation.  
Compare your findings to what is popularly presented as “the gospel” today.  

 Based on what you have studied, what are some modern-day words, methods or phrases used in evangelism 
that are extra-biblical, and can sometimes confuse the essence of the biblical gospel? 

3. How could a person’s pride keep him or her from an honest reevaluation of the gospel message? 

4. How would you respond to those who would minimize the implications of biblical 
repentance and faith? 

 How would you respond to those who would present repentance and faith as the beginning 
of an opportunity wherein one could then earn God’s acceptance by good works? 

5. Carefully read the “The Umbrella Illustration” pages that were included in the bulletin (or see 
www.sharetheumbrella.com) and practice presenting the gospel three times this week. 

Here are some resources which may help you as you seek to deliver a gospel that is truly biblical. 
Edwards, Jonathan.  Jonathan Edwards on Knowing Christ.  Reprint.  Carlisle, PN:  Banner of Truth, 1990. 
Hanegraaff, Hank.  Christianity in Crisis.  Eugene, OR:  Harvest House Publishers, 1993. 
Horton, Michael, ed.  Christ the Lord:  The Reformation and Lordship Salvation.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 1992. 
MacArthur, John.  Faith Works:  The Gospel According to the Apostles.  Dallas:  Word Publishing, 1993. 
________.  The Gospel According to Jesus.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1988. 
Metzger, Will.  Tell the Truth:  The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People.  Downers Grove:  IVP, 1981. 
Miller, C. John.  Repentance and the 20th Century Man.  Fort Washington, PN:  Christian Literature Crusade, 1975. 
Sproul, R. C.  Faith Alone:  The Evangelical Doctrine of Justification.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 1995. 
________.  Getting the Gospel Right:  The Tie That Binds Evangelicals Together.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 1999. 
Stott, John R. W.  The Cross of Christ.  Downers Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 1986. 
Tozer, A. W.  I Call It Heresy!  Harrisburg, PA:  Christian Publications, 1974. 
Warfield, Benjamin B.  The Person and Work of Christ.  Reprint.  Phillipsburg, NJ:  P & R Publishing, 1989. 
Watson, Thomas.  The Doctrine of Repentance.  Reprint.  Carlisle, PN:  Banner of Truth, 1987. 



 
 
Over the years I have employed a number of examples and illustrations in my attempts to clearly present the 

gospel.  I continued to use diagrams and pictures which I felt needed adjustments and modifications based on the 
biblical emphasis.  I eventually came up with a new picture/illustration which, if explained carefully, captures the 
urgency of the biblical call to salvation.   

I understand that there are other presentations that accurately capture the force of the New Testament 
gospel, but it is my hope that this offering may be found by some to be as helpful as I have found it to be. 

 
-- Pastor Mike 

 

 
The Umbrella Illustration 
The umbrella illustration is designed to communicate the core message of salvation through an 
analogy that people can easily understand.  The umbrella diagram is designed to be simple 
enough for you to draw yourself when sharing the gospel with others.  This can prove to be a 
helpful visual aid in showing people’s need for forgiveness and God’s gracious provision through 
Jesus Christ.  Remember that the illustration and diagram are only supplements for a thorough 
explanation of each element of the gospel message which we will cover on the pages to follow.  
If you can draw the basic elements below, then you can effectively use the umbrella illustration 
when sharing the good news! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God

Jesus 

For more help in sharing the umbrella illustration go to: 

www.sharetheumbrella.com 



 
Step 1:   Draw these first two elements (the cloud with the word “God” in the middle of it and the 
stick figures) and explain… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When talking about the implications of God being our Creator, you may have a few 
illustrations of your own.  Ownership has a variety of implications that are key in realizing why 
the “God issue” must be addressed by everyone! 

When talking about God creating people be sure to emphasize the goodness of God!  
Recall in your own mind the early chapters of Genesis where God gives Adam and Eve every 
possible advantage – a perfect world, perfect health, perfect relationships, etc. 

 

God 
“The first verse of the Bible 
says, ‘In the beginning God 
created the heavens and 
the earth.’ (Genesis 1:1).  
The Bible teaches that God 
created everything that is, 
including you and me.  The 
implications of this truth are 
huge.  If God made us, 
then he is ultimately in 
charge!  He owns us and 
we are responsible to him.  
He retains full rights over 
us as the Designer and 
Creator of human life.” 

“The Bible tells us that people were created in God’s image 
to enjoy a perfect relationship with him and with each other.  
God intended and designed the ultimate in quality and 
quantity of life for the people he had made.  Part of this 
ultimate relationship between God and his people included 
his desire to have men and women choose to love and 
serve him for who he is willingly and freely.” 

• Creator 

As you discuss the fact 
that God is our Creator, 
write the word “Creator” 
next to the word “God.” 



Step 2:   Write the words “holy” and “sin” in their appropriate places and explain… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Often it is helpful to actually show the person the verses you are talking about (the verses 
that are underlined).  It is excellent if you commit them to memory!  At least know the gist of 
each verse and where it is found.   
When discussing the problem of sin, another helpful verse is Isaiah 59:2 (“But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not 
hear.”).  You might want to utilize the wording of this passage in explaining the separation that 
sin caused. 

It is important to make the distinction between Adam’s sinful act that led to separation and 
our sinful acts that stem from a state of separation.  Though our choices confirm Adam’s choice, 
his sin was quite different from ours.  This is important, as Romans 5:12-19 says, because 
Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us in the same way as Adam’s sin was imputed to us. 

God
• Creator 
• Holy 

“First Peter 1:16 tells us that God is 
holy.  That means that God is 
perfect.  This verse also tells us God 
requires that people be holy too.  
Unfortunately, from the very 
beginning the people God made 
chose to use their freedom to please 
themselves instead of obeying God 
and being holy.  The Bible calls this 
sin.  Because people chose to sin 
they forfeited their privileged position 
and their ultimate relationship with 
God ended.  The Bible teaches that 
everybody born since Adam and Eve 
were born into a state of separation 
from God.  Sin created a barrier that 
ruined what should have been a 
perfect relationship.” 

As you discuss 
the fact that God 
is holy, write the 
word “holy” next 
to the word 
“God.” 

Sin 

As you discuss the fact 
that people have sinned, 
write the word “sin” above 
the stick people. 

Sin 



Step 3:   Write the word “just” in the appropriate place and draw what looks like rain coming 
from the cloud while continuing your explanation… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
This may seem an uncomfortable part of the gospel presentation.  Few people like talking 

about or hearing about “hell” and “God’s wrath,” but they are essential elements of the gospel.  
The good news will mean little, if the bad news is not made crystal clear. 

Don’t be ashamed of sharing the bad news.  The pattern of New Testament evangelism 
that God left for us to study in the book of Acts focuses hard on the sobering reality of what our 
sins will cost us if we don’t “get saved”! 

As mentioned above, God’s kindness prevails for now.  His patience and grace prior to 
his day of judgment should not lull us into believing that God will go easy on sin;  it should, as 
Romans 2:4 says, lead people to repentance (see also 2 Peter 3:9). 

Sin Sin 

God 
• Creator 
• Holy 
• Just 

“The Bible also tells us that God is 
just.  Because he is perfectly just 
he cannot overlook sin.  His 
justice requires a payment for sin.  
According to passages like  
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 God 
promises to punish sin.  Though 
his kindness prevails for now, the 
Bible is clear that there will come 
a time when each person will 
stand before God and payment for 
sins will be required.  That’s what 
hell is all about.  It is the place 
away from God’s kindness where 
people will pay for the sins they 
have committed.” 

As you discuss God’s 
justice, write the word 
“just” next to the word 
“God.” 

As you talk about God’s future 
punishment of sin draw what looks like 
rain as a symbol of God’s judgment.  
Make sure your “rain” doesn’t come too 
far down the page;  you will need room for 
the umbrella. 



Step 4:   Write the word “loving” in the appropriate place and draw an umbrella labeling it 
“Jesus” while continuing your explanation… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
This is the heart of the good news – God’s solution!  Don’t be afraid to spend a good 

percentage of your time on this step.  Make sure you adequately explain:  1) who Jesus is;   
2) that Jesus served as our substitute in his life and his death;  and  3)  that Jesus rose again as 
a testimony to his completed work on our behalf. 

In underscoring God’s incredible love it can be helpful (if you have any artistic skill at all) 
to draw an arm coming out of the cloud holding the umbrella as a shelter from his wrath.  
Whether you can do this or not, just make sure you give God the credit he deserves for loving 
sinners enough to provide us with such a costly solution for our sins! 

Sin 

God
• Creator 
• Holy 
• Just 
• Loving 

Jesus 

Sin 

“Thankfully, the Bible also tells us that God is 
loving (1Jn.4:8).  In his love for sinful and 
separated people God has provided a solution 
– a way out for people who otherwise would 
have no hope!  This is the “good news.”  Much 
like an umbrella God has provided Jesus, his 
own Son – God in human form – who has 
endured the punishment that we deserve so 
that we won’t have to.  As God, Jesus lived 
the perfect life for us as well as incurring the 
wrath of God for us while dying on the cross 
(2Cor.5:21).  Because the umbrella is rained 
on there is a place beneath it that isn’t – so it 
is with Christ!  After living the life we needed 
and dying the death we deserved, Jesus rose 
from the dead to prove to the world that sin 
and the penalty for sin had been adequately 
dealt with.” 

As you talk 
about God’s 
love, write the 
word “loving” 
next to the 
word “God.” 

As you talk about Jesus 
draw the umbrella and 
write the word “Jesus” 
inside of it. 

As you talk about Jesus providing a place 
where God’s wrath won’t be, shade in this 
area, but make sure that the stickmen are not 
inside the shaded area… yet! 



Step 5:   Draw an arrow and another stickman that is clearly in the shelter of the umbrella!  Write 
the words “repentance & faith” above the arrow and explain… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the step where you should work hard to explain what it means to “repent” and 
place “faith” in Jesus.  Use synonyms like “turning” and “trusting” to get the point across.  Be 
sure and clarify that the “sin” we turn from is our whole life apart from Christ.  Drive home the 
fact that repentance involves a brand new life orientation (see 2 Corinthians 5:15).  Be certain 
that there is a clear understanding that when we trust in Christ to save us, we are called to trust 
in Christ alone (see again Philippians 3:9).   As you conclude your explanation of the gospel you 
should state that genuine repentance and faith will initiate a new relationship with God’s Spirit, 
and this will not leave a person unchanged – and that change will last for the rest of one’s life! 

Don’t end your conversation without clearly asking the person to make the right response!  
Don’t be shy at this point (see 2 Corinthians 5:20)!  
 

Sin 

God 
• Creator 
• Holy 
• Just 
• Loving 

Jesus 

Sin 

Repentance & Faith 

“What Jesus has done is definitely 
good news, but it does not do us any 
good until we respond to it the way that 
God requires.  Though many believe 
that amassing a lifetime of good deeds 
will somehow earn God’s favor and 
forgiveness, to the contrary, the Bible 
says that we can acquire God’s favor 
and forgiveness right this moment by 
repenting of our sins and placing our 
trust in Christ (Ac.20:21).  If today you 
would choose to turn from your sins 
(1Th.1:9), and trust completely in what 
Jesus has done for you (Phil.3:9), then 
God’s Spirit will place you “in Christ” 
guaranteed to never incur the 
punishment your sins deserve.  Are 
you ready to do that right now?  If so, 
express to God your desire to be “in 
Christ,” tell him you right now turn from 
your sin and you are placing your trust 
in what Jesus has done to save you.” 

As you talk about the biblical 
response to the gospel, write the 
words “repentance &  faith” here. As you explain what happens when 

one repents and trusts in Christ, draw 
an arrow into the shelter of the 
umbrella and place another stickman 
clearly inside of the shaded area. 


