
 

 

Life’s Last Enemy 
Conquering Death… It’s the Whole Point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1.  Realize __________________________________________    (vv.14-19) 
 

v.14  And if Christ has not been raised,  
  (a)  our preaching is useless  
  (b)  and so is your faith.  
v.15   (c)  More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have 
testified about God that he raised Christ 
from the dead. But he did not raise him 
if in fact the dead are not raised.  

v.16  For if the dead are not raised,  
then Christ has not been raised either.  

v.17  And if Christ has not been raised,  
  [b]  your faith is futile;  
  (d)  you are still in your sins.  
v.18   (e)  Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost.  
v.19   (f)  If only for this life we have hope in Christ 

we are to be pitied more than all men.                         
 

2.  Resolve __________________________    (vv.1-13) 
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Without it… 

 A) 

 B) 

 C) 

 D) 

 E) 

 F) 

15 1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received 
and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By 
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to 
the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I 
passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and 
then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all 
he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally 
born. 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do 
not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace to me was not without effect. No, I 
worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but 
the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, 
then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, 
and this is what you believed. 12 But if it is 
preached that Christ has been raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised.                                            (NIV) 

Consider… 

 A) 

 B) 

 C) 



 

 

Reading through the Bible 
in a year!  Here is this 
week’s schedule.    
Sunday 
 Is.43-44 & 2 Cor.5 
Monday 
 Is.45-46 & 2 Cor.6 
Tuesday 
 Is.47-48 & 2 Cor.7 
Wednesday 
 Is.49-50 & 2 Cor.8 
Thursday 
 Is.51-52 & 2 Cor.9 
Friday 
 Is.53-54 & 2 Cor.10 
Saturday 
 Is.55-56 & 2 Cor.11 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
will help to drive home the point of today’s message.  It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  This can take place with friends, your 
family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church.   

1. In your own words, what is the importance of the claim that Christ rose from the dead? Why is there no biblical 
“good news” if Jesus stayed dead? 

 What would you say to someone who claimed to like “the Christian faith” regardless of whether or not Jesus rose 
from the dead? 

2. Have you ever doubted the resurrection of Christ?  What does 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 teach us about the proper 
response to reasonable doubts?  How does that encouragement differ from other religious systems? 

 Why would you say it is important for every Christian to do some homework (i.e., some honest research) regarding 
Christ’s resurrection claim? 

 What will you do to pursue, confirm or deepen your confidence in this historical event? 

3. How does confidence in Christ’s resurrection affect your attitude toward death?  

 How does confidence in Christ’s resurrection affect your attitude toward evangelism? 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are some resources which may help you understand and apply the truths presented in this week’s sermon. 
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Lewis, C. S. Miracles: A Preliminary Study. Macmillan Publishing, 1947. (186 pp) 
McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict. Thomas Nelson, 1999. (760 pp) 
________. The Resurrection Factor.  Here’s Life Publishers, 1981. ( 190pp) 
Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Zondervan, 1998. (304 pp) 
Wilkins, Michael J. Jesus Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents the Historical Jesus. Zondervan, 1996.  (254 pp) 
Wright, N.T. The Resurrection of the Son of God. Fortress Press, 2003. (817 pp) 
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