
 

Your Spiritual Gardeners 
How to Care for Those Who Care for Your Growth in Christ 

 
 

Head Games 
Being Wise When The World Calls You Stupid 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1.  Always __________________    (vv.10-11) 

2.  Be _______________________    (v.12) 

3.  Respectfully ____________________    (vv.15-16) 

4.  Regularly ______________    (vv.17-18) 

 
 

Text: 1 Corinthians 16:10-12; 15-18 
Topic: Respect.  Leaders. 
Study: First Corinthians  
Week: 68 
Series: none 
 
 
Text: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Topic: Wisdom.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxx  
Study: First Corinthians 
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Series: 4 of 5 
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1 Cor. 16:10-12; 15-18 
10 If Timothy comes, see 
to it that he has nothing 
to fear while he is with 
you, for he is carrying on 
the work of the Lord, just 
as I am. 11 No one, then, 
should refuse to accept 
him. Send him on his 
way in peace so that he 
may return to me. I am 
expecting him along with 
the brothers.  
12 Now about our brother 
Apollos: I strongly urged 
him to go to you with the 
brothers. He was quite 
unwilling to go now, but 
he will go when he has 
the opportunity.  
. . . 
15 You know that the 
household of Stephanas 
were the first converts in 
Achaia, and they have 
devoted themselves to 
the service of the saints. 
I urge you, brothers,  
16 to submit to such as 
these and to everyone 
who joins in the work, 
and labors at it.  
17 I was glad when 
Stephanas, Fortunatus 
and Achaicus arrived, 
because they have 
supplied what was 
lacking from you.  
18 For they refreshed my 
spirit and yours also. 
Such men deserve 
recognition.   (NIV) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
will help to drive home the point of today’s message.  It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  This can take place with friends, your 
family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church.  

1. Make a list of three or four people who care for and assist you in your spiritual growth. Before you make the list, 
review the way these kinds of “spiritual gardeners” are described in 1 Corinthians 16 (vv.10b, 15b, 17b, 18a; for 
Apollos see Acts 18:24, 26, 28).   

2. First Corinthians 16 clarified four directives that God gives us to care for those who care for our spiritual lives. 
After studying these four exhortations in this weekend’s sermon, how well would you say you have done over the 
years in responding that way to those who have invested in your spiritual growth? 

 Which of the four exhortations is most difficult for you?  Why? 

3. Consider each of the four directives, list a person and a specific way you will attempt to carry out each one. 

  A) è 

  B) è  

  C) è  

  D) è  

4. Write out a prayer that asks God to grant you success in accomplishing what is intended 
in your efforts to care for those who care about your walk with Christ. 

 
 
 

Read through the Bible in 
a year!  Here is this 
week’s schedule.    
Sunday 
 Joel & 1Jn.4 
Monday 
 Amos 1-2 & 1Jn.5 
Tuesday 
 Amos 3-4 & 2Jn. 
Wednesday 
 Amos 5-6 & 3Jn. 
Thursday 
 Amos 7-9 & Jude 1 
Friday 
 Obadiah & Rev.1 
Saturday 
 Jonah 1-2 & Rev.2 
 
PCC is reading through 
the Bible in a year!  Here 
is this week’s schedule.    
Sunday 
 Is.35-36 & 2Cor.1 
Monday 
 Is.37-38 & 2Cor.2 
Tuesday 
 Is.39-40 & 2Cor.3 
Wednesday 
 Is.41-42 & Cor.4 
Thursday 
 Is.43-44 & 2Cor.5 

Here are some resources which may help you understand and apply the truths presented in this week’s sermon. 

Alonzo, Ray. Simple Acts of Kindness: Little Ways to Make a Big Difference. Cook Communications, 1998. 
Dobson, Lorna. Caring for Your Pastor: Helping God’s Servant to Minister with Joy. Kregel Publications, 2001. 
Fabarez, Mike. People Who Make a Difference.  CD #s:  0229; 0230;  0231;  0232;  0233. 
Sanders, Oswald. Spiritual Leadership. Moody Press, 1980. 
Swindoll, Charles. Improving Your Serve: The Art of Unselfish Living. Reprint. Word, 2002. 
Whitney, Donald. Spiritual Disciplines Within the Church: Participating Fully in the Body of Christ. Moody, 1996. 
Woodbridge, John D., ed. Great Leaders of the Christian Church. Moody Press, 1988. 
 


