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Ambitious Faith 
Trusting God When Hope Seems Lost 

 
Heb.11:11-12, 17-19 
11 By faith Abraham, 
even though he was 
past age—and Sarah 
herself was barren—
was enabled to 
become a father 
because he 
considered him faithful 
who had made the 
promise. 12 And so 
from this one man, and 
he as good as dead, 
came descendants as 
numerous as the stars 
in the sky and as 
countless as the sand 
on the seashore.  
… 
17 By faith Abraham, 
when God tested him, 
offered Isaac as a 
sacrifice. He who had 
received the promises 
was about to sacrifice 
his one and only son, 
18 even though God 
had said to him, “It is 
through Isaac that your 
offspring will be 
reckoned.” 19 Abraham 
reasoned that God 
could raise the dead, 
and figuratively 
speaking, he did 
receive Isaac back 
from death.   (NIV) 

 
 
 

1.  Reaffirm _____________________  (v.11) 

2.  Be ________________________________  (vv.11-12) 

3.  Be ________________________________  (vv.17-19) 
 
 

 

 



Application Questions Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s sermon. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to 
these questions will help to drive home the point of today’s study. It is also helpful when you are able to discuss your answers 
with others.  

These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s sermon. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to 
these questions will help to drive home the point of today’s study. It is also helpful when you are able to discuss your answers 
with others.  
  
1. Describe a time in your life when you were tempted to doubt God’s goodness because of the pain or 

disappointment you encountered. 
1. Describe a time in your life when you were tempted to doubt God’s goodness because of the pain or 

disappointment you encountered. 

2. List a few examples of when a parent might wisely make a child wait for the fulfillment of his or her desires. 2. List a few examples of when a parent might wisely make a child wait for the fulfillment of his or her desires. 

 When has God made you wait for something good?  When has God made you wait for something good? 

3. What personal examples can you site to show that God’s timing is preferable to your’s? 3. What personal examples can you site to show that God’s timing is preferable to your’s? 

4. How would you respond to a young Christian who says he is upset with God for not answering his prayers? 4. How would you respond to a young Christian who says he is upset with God for not answering his prayers? 

Read Through  
the Bible in a Year 

Here’s this  
week’s schedule: 
June 17th  
 1Chr.5-6 & Ps.7-8 
June 18th  
 1Chr.7-9 & Ps.9-10 
June 19th  
 1Chr.10-11 & Ps.11-12 
June 20th  
 1Chr.12-13 & Ps.13-14 
June 21st  
 1Chr.14-15 & Ps.15-16 
June 22nd   
 1Chr.16-18 & Ps.17-18 
June 23rd  
 1Chr.19-21 & Ps.19-20 
June 24th  
 1Chr.22-23 & Ps.21-22 

5. Read Isaiah 55:8-9.  What practical steps can you take to maintain a humble 
perspective of God’s sovereign oversight of your life?  

5. Read Isaiah 55:8-9.  What practical steps can you take to maintain a humble 
perspective of God’s sovereign oversight of your life?  

5. What advanced preparation can you make for the next trial or detour you will be 
called to endure? 

5. What advanced preparation can you make for the next trial or detour you will be 
called to endure? 

x x 

x x 

  

  

  

Here are some resources that will assist you in a deeper study of the truths presented in this week’s sermon. 
(To see other recommendations by Pastor Mike related to this and other topics go to www.CompassBooks.org.) 

Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Tyndale House Publishers, 2004. 
Bonar, Horatius. Night of Weeping: When God’s Children Suffer. Christian Focus Publications, 1999. 
Bridges, Jerry.  Trusting God:  Even When Life Hurts.  NavPress, 1988. 
Carson, D. A. How Long O Lord? Reflections on Suffering & Evil. Baker Books, 1990.  
Clarkson, Margaret. Destined for Glory: The Meaning of Suffering. Eerdmans Publishing, 1983. 
Elliot, Elisabeth.  A Path Through Suffering.  Servant Publications, 1990. 
Feinberg, John A. Deceived by God? A Journey Through Suffering. Crossway Books, 1997. 
Hoyt, Herman. The End Times.  Moody Press, 1969.  
Lewis, C.S. The Problem of Pain. Macmillan Publishing, 1962. 
McCartney, Dan G. Why Does It Have to Hurt? The Meaning of Christian Suffering. P & R Publishing, 1998. 
Tada, Joni Eareckson. Heaven: Your Real Home. Zondervan, 1997. 
________. Seeking God: My Journey of Prayer & Praise. Wolgemuth & Hyatt Publishers, 1991. 
Wiersbe, Warren, ed. Classic Sermons on Suffering. Kregel Publishing, 1984. 

Here is a list of other CDs available from past sermons which may assist you in your further 
study of today’s message. 
CD # 0606 – Call for Help:  Reaching Out to Christ When Life is Caving In 
CD # 0323 – Trusting God in a Stinky Field 
CD # 0330 – The Real Battle:  Help & Hope When Doubt Creeps In 
CD # 0234 – Seeing God’s Good Plan in the Painful Seasons of Life 
CD # 0717 – Boldly Following God’s Path for My Life 
CD # 0222 - 0223 – When Life Takes a Left Turn  (a 2 part series on suffering & perspective) 


