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A.   It is “Foretelling” Prophecy

B. It is Highly Symbolic Prophecy

C.   It Requires a Mastery of the OT

D.   Not Everything is �Intended to be Revealed

2.  The Basic Background of the Book of Revelation 

A.   The Author

B. The First Recipients

C.   The Setting & Date

3.  A Basic Outline of the Book of Revelation
 (1:1-8) Introduction

(1:9 – 3:22)  First Vision
 (1:9-20) Vision of Christ

(2:1 – 3:22) Postcards to 7 Churches
(4:1 – 16:21) Second Vision

(4:1 – 5:14) Scene in Heaven
(6:1 – 8:1) The Seal Judgments

(8:2 – 9:21) The Trumpet Judgments
(10:1 – 14:20) Intervening Prophecies
(15:1 – 16:21) The Bowl Judgments

(17:1 – 21:8) Third Vision
(17:1 – 18:24) Judgment of Two Babylons

(19:1 – 21:8) Christ’s Return & Resolution
(21:9 – 22:5) Fourth Vision           The New Jerusalem

 (22:6-21) Conclusion
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4.  Various Approaches to the Book of Revelation 

Revelation 2 – 3 Revelation 4 – 19 Revelation 20 – 22 
General allegory of the struggle

5.  A Really Quick Look at Chapters 2 & 3 

Commendation Criticism Call
2:1-7

2:8-11

2:12-17

2:18-29

3:1-6

3:7-13

3:14-22

6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22 

Tribulation  (seven years) Millennium
(1000 yrs.) 

Eternity
(¡ yrs.)
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Idealist view 
AKA “Spiritual” View

6

Churches in the
1st Century between good & evil Good should�prevail

Historicist view 
AKA “Panoramic” View

An overview of the
Church age

Predicted highlights of church 
history and its conflicts Heaven is realized

Preterist view
Latin “praeter” = “past”

Churches in the
1st Century

Symbolic view of Nero (54-68) & the 
subsequent fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD

Church Age & 
the Eternal State

Futurist view Churches in the
1st Century

Future Tribulation & Antichrist the Eternal State
Millennium &

Full�Futurist view Future Tribulation & Antichrist Millennium &
the Eternal State

7 Churches representing
7 stages of Church history

Ephesus
• Hard Work

• Pure Doctrine Left Your First Love Repent

Repent

Smyrna Enduring Opposition

(none)

(none) • Don’t Fear
• Be Faithful

Pergamum Enduring Opposition Doctrinal Compromise
led some to immorality Repent

Thyatira Spiritually Growing
& Serving

Doctrinal Compromise
led some to immorality Repent

Sardis Some Un-compromised Dying Church /
Hypocritical Reputation Repent

Philadelphia
• Good Deeds

• Faithful (none) Hold On

Laodicea Lukewarm

4 5

Seal Jud.

7

Scene in Heaven

8

10

9

15

12
13
14

11

16

17 18

19

2120 22

“Babylons”

Bowls

Trumpets

Evangelism in Trib.

prophesy again
Two Heroes
Israel & Satan
Antichrist & False Prophet
Exit Interviews

Kingdom New Jerusalem

Lake of Fire
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1.  Why the Book of Revelation 
is so Difficult
A.  It is “Foretelling” Prophecy  
B.  It is Highly Symbolic Prophecy
C.  It Requires a Mastery of the OT
D.  Not Everything is 

Intended to be Revealed



2.  The Basic Background to the Book
A.  The Author

B.  The First Recipients

C.  The Setting & Date



3.  A Basic Outline of the Book

(1:1-8) à Introduction
(1:9 – 3:22) à First Vision

(1:9-20) à Vision of Christ
(2:1 – 3:22) à Postcards to 7 Churches



3.  A Basic Outline of the Book
(4:1 – 16:21) à Second Vision

(4:1 – 5:14) à Scene in Heaven
(6:1 – 8:1) à The Seal Judgments

(8:2 – 9:21) à The Trumpet Judgments
(10:1 – 14:20) à Intervening Prophecies
(15:1 – 16:21) à The Bowl Judgments



3.  A Basic Outline of the Book
(17:1 – 21:8) à Third Vision

(17:1 – 18:24) à Judgment of Two Babylons
(19:1 – 21:8) à Christ’s Return & Resolution

(21:9 – 22:5) à Fourth Vision
The New Jerusalem

(22:6-21) à Conclusion



4.  Various Approaches to the Book
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4.  Various Approaches to the Book

Historicist 
view 
AKA 

“Panoramic” 
View
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4.  Various Approaches to the Book

Preterist 
view 

Latin “praeter” 
= “past”
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in the 

1st Century

Symbolic 
view of Nero 
(54-68) & the 
subsequent 

fall of 
Jerusalem in 

70 AD

Church Age 
& 

the Eternal 
State



4.  Various Approaches to the Book

Futurist 
view 

Rev. 2 – 3 Rev. 4 – 19 Rev. 20 – 22

Churches 
in the 

1st Century

Future 
Tribulation & 

Antichrist

Millennium 
& 

the Eternal 
State



4.  Various Approaches to the Book

Full
Futurist 

view 

Rev. 2 – 3 Rev. 4 – 19 Rev. 20 – 22

7 Churches 
representing 
7 stages of 

Church history

Future 
Tribulation & 
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Millennium 
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the Eternal 
State



4.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Ephesus

2:1-7

Commendation Criticism Call

• Hard Work

• Pure Doctrine
Left Your 
First Love Repent



4.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Smyrna

2:8-11

Commendation Criticism Call

Enduring 
Opposition (none) • Don’t Fear

• Be Faithful



5.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Pergamum 

2:12-17

Commendation Criticism Call

Enduring 
Opposition

Doctrinal 
Compromise 
led some to 
immorality

Repent



5.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Thyatira

2:18-29

Commendation Criticism Call

Spiritually 
Growing & 

Serving

Doctrinal 
Compromise 
led some to 
immorality

Repent



5.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Sardis 

3:1-6

Commendation Criticism Call

Some 
Un-

compromised

Dying 
Church / 

Hypocritical 
Reputation

Repent



5.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Philadelphia 

3:7-13

Commendation Criticism Call

• Good Deeds

• Faithful
(none) Hold On



5.  A Really Quick Look at chps. 2 & 3

Laodicea

3:14-22

Commendation Criticism Call

(none) Lukewarm Repent



6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22



6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22
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6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22
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6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22
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6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22
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6.  Charting Out Chapters 4 – 22
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