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Series: 9 of 13 
CD #: 07-75 

Greek NT:  “Thlipsis”  (45xs)

Sorting Out
The End Times

A Closer Look at the Tribulation 

1.  The Difference Between “Tribulation” & “The Tribulation” 

A. The Word

NIV KJV NASB

Other Words 6 2 3

Total 45 45 45

B. “Thlipsis” = General Tribulation �of the Church

C. “Thlipsis” = The Ultimate Tribulation of the World

D. Other Descriptions of the “Ultimate Tribulation”
Jeremiah 30:7-9

2.  The Length of the Tribulation 
Daniel 9
Daniel 7
Revelation 12

Verb:  “Thlibo” = “I press” = “I oppress” = “I afflict”

English Translations of “Thlipsis”

3

“Tribulation”
“Affliction”
“Trouble(s)”

“Suffering(s)”
“Distress”

“Persecution(s)”
“Hardship(s)”

1 21 20
20

6

15
18
3 1

7 00
0

4
1
0
003

1

Acts 14:22

Revelation 7:14

Revelation 11



3.  Key Characters in the Tribulation 

A.   A Sinful World

B. Israel

C.   Satan

D.   A Political Leader

E.   A Religious Leader

F.   A Lot of Missionaries

G.   Two Indomitable Preachers

4.  The Tribulation Triggers 

A.   Begins with a Covenant

B. A Midpoint Desecration

C.   Ends with a Battle
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1.  The Difference Between 
“Tribulation” & “The Tribulation”
A.  The Word  

• Greek NT:  “Thlipsis”  (45xs)
• Verb:  “Thlibo” 

= “I press” 
= “I oppress”  
= “I afflict”



• English Translations of “Thlipsis”

“Tribulation”
NIV KJV NASB

20211
“Affliction” 20183
“Trouble(s)” 1315
“Suffering(s)” 007
“Distress” 106

“Persecution(s)” 014
“Hardship(s)” 003



1.  The Difference Between 
“Tribulation” & “The Tribulation”
A.  “Thlipsis” = General Tribulation 

of the Church  
Matthew  13:21  
But  since  he  has  no  root,  he  lasts  only  a  
short  time.  When  trouble (thlipsis)  or  
persecution  comes  because  of  the  word,  
he  quickly  falls  away.

John  16:33  
“I  have  told  you  these  things,  so  that  in  me  
you  may  have  peace.  In  this  world  you  will  
have trouble (thlipsis).  But  take  heart!  I  
have  overcome  the  world.”

Acts  14:22  
strengthening  the  disciples  and  encouraging  
them  to  remain  true  to  the  faith.  “We  must  
go  through  many  hardships (thlipsis)  to  
enter  the  kingdom  of  God,”  they  said.



1.  The Difference Between 
“Tribulation” & “The Tribulation”

B.  “Thlipsis” = The Ultimate Tribulation 
of the World  

Matthew  24:21  
For  then  there  will  be  great  distress
(megas  thlipsis),  unequaled  from  the  
beginning  of  the  world  until  now—and  
never  to  be  equaled  again.

Revelation  7:14  
And  he  said,  “These  are  they  who  have  
come  out  of  the  great  tribulation (megas  
thlipsis);;  they  have  washed  their  robes  and  
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.



1.  The Difference Between 
“Tribulation” & “The Tribulation”
C.  Other Descriptions of the 

“Ultimate Tribulation”
Daniel  12:1  
There  will  be  a  time  of  distress such  as  has  not  
happened  from  the  beginning  of  nations  until  then.  
But  at  that  time  your  people—everyone  whose  
name  is  found  written  in  the  book—will  be  
delivered.

Jeremiah  30:7-­9  
How  awful  that  day  will  be! None  will  be  like  it.  It  will  be  
a time  of  trouble  for  Jacob,  but  he  will  be  saved  out  of  it.
“In  that  day,”  declares  the  LORD  Almighty,  “I  will  break  the  
yoke  off  their  necks  and  will  tear  off  their  bonds;;  no  longer  will  
foreigners  enslave  them.  Instead,  they  will  serve  the  LORD  
their  God  and  David  their  king,  whom  I  will  raise  up  for  them.”



2.  The Length of the Tribulation
Daniel 9
Daniel 7
Revelation 12
Revelation 11



3. The Key Characters in the Tribulation
A.    A  Sinful  World
B.    Israel
C.    Satan
D.    A  Political  Leader
E.    A  Religious  Leader
F.    A  Lot  of  Missionaries
G.    Two  Indomitable  Preachers



4.    The  Tribulation  Trigger
A.    Begins  with  a  Covenant
B.    A  Midpoint  Desecration
C.    Ends  with  a  Battle
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