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1. God is Sovereign

“God retains all rights

and exercises supreme
and ultimate authority over
everyone and everything.”
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1. God is Sovereign
A. A Definition

B. God has a Plan
(1.e., “His Decrees”)

C. Even “Bad Things” are a
Part of His Good Plan
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2. Our Will is Inferior to His
e Proverbs 21:1

e Daniel 4:34-35
e Exodus 34:22-24
e Mark 4:39-41
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3. What to Do About It
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“For the monotheist there is no escape from
the sovereignty-responsibility tension,
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“For the monotheist there is no escape from
the sovereignty-responsibility tension,
except by moving so far from the biblical
data




“For the monotheist there is no escape from
the sovereignty-responsibility tension,
except by moving so far from the biblical
data that either the picture of God or the
picture of man bears little resemblance to
the their portraits as assembled from the
scriptural texts themselves.




“For the monotheist there is no escape from
the sovereignty-responsibility tension,
except by moving so far from the biblical
data that either the picture of God or the
picture of man bears little resemblance to
the their portraits as assembled from the
scriptural texts themselves. It is no answer
to tell me that my presentation of the
sovereignty-responsibility tension still
embraces certain unresolved tensions.
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Of course it does. But to correct me you
must not claim to resolve all the tensions,
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Of course it does. But to correct me you
must not claim to resolve all the tensions,
for such a delusion is easily exposed.




Of course it does. But to correct me you
must not claim to resolve all the tensions,
for such a delusion is easily exposed.
Rather, if you wish to convince me that your
theology In this matter is more essentially
Christian than my own, you must show me
how your shaping of the tension better

conforms to the biblical data than mine
does.”




Of course it does. But to correct me you
must not claim to resolve all the tensions,
for such a delusion is easily exposed.
Rather, if you wish to convince me that your
theology In this matter is more essentially
Christian than my own, you must show me
how your shaping of the tension better

conforms to the biblical data than mine
does.”

-- D. A. Carson
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3. What to Do About It

A. Humbly Live with the
Conundrum

B. Regularly Acknowledge
Our Contingency

C. Enjoy the Security




4. What NOT to Do About It
A. Don’t Stop Working

B. Don’t Stop Praying

C. Don’t Stop Sharing the
Gospel
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