
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  The Setting   (vv.41-47) 

1.  Keep ____________________________   (vv.49-50) 

2.  Realize __________________________________   (v.48) 

3.  When _________________________________   (vv.51-52) 
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41 Now his parents went 
to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the 
Passover. 42 And when 
he was twelve years old, 
they went up according to 
custom. 43 And when the 
feast was ended, as they 
were returning, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents 
did not know it, 44 but 
supposing him to be in 
the group they went a 
day’s journey, but then 
they began to search for 
him among their relatives 
and acquaintances,  
45 and when they did not 
find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, searching for 
him. 46 After three days 
they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to 
them and asking them 
questions. 47 And all who 
heard him were amazed 
at his understanding and 
his answers. 48 And 
when his parents saw 
him, they were 
astonished. And his 
mother said to him, “Son, 
why have you treated us 
so? Behold, your father 
and I have been 
searching for you in great 
distress.” 49 And he said 
to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?”  
50 And they did not 
understand the saying 
that he spoke to them.  
51 And he went down  
with them and came to 
Nazareth and was 
submissive to them.  
And his mother treasured 
up all these things in her 
heart. 52 And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and 
in stature and in favor 
with God and man.   (ESV) 



 

 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s sermon. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to 
these questions will help to drive home the point of today’s study. It is also helpful when you are able to discuss your answers 
with others.  

 
1. Read Exodus 20:3 and Ezekiel 14:3.  While we may picture “idols” as a little metallic statues, clearly the 

timeless problem of “God-rivals” is a battle which takes place in one’s heart. What are some modern-day “idols” 
that people serve as supreme in their lives? 

2. Read Matthew 6:19-33.  Of course we all have to earn money to pay the bills and provide for our families, but 
how would you describe the shift that moves us into the category of “serving money” (v.24) and failing to “seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (v.33)? 

3. Read Daniel 3:14-18.  Though today in America we may not be thrown into a literal “fiery furnace” for 
disobeying or disappointing people for the sake of our ultimate priorities, there can still be plenty of unpleasant 
consequences. List a few. 

4. Read Acts 5:27-29.  Obviously there are times when the directives of a parent, a 
boss, or a government (or even the expectations of a friend, a spouse, or a 
culture) cannot be accommodated because they are a violation of what God’s 
word commands. Describe the skill of refusing to compromise without being 
needlessly insolent. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The CBC Bible Reading 
Schedule for this Week: 

Go to ESV.org (Reading 
Plans: Through the Bible) for 
schedule prompts. 

January 13th  
 Gen.31-32 & Mt.10:24-42 
January 14th  
 Gen.33-35 & Mt.11 
January 15th  
 Gen.36-37 & Mt.12:1-21 
January 16th  
 Gen.38-40 & Mt.12:22-50 
January 17th  
 Gen.41 & Mt.13:1-32 
January 18th  
 Gen.42-43 & Mt.13:33-58 
January 19th  
 Gen.44-45 & Mt.14:1-21 
January 20th  
 Gen.46-48 & Mt.14:22-36 
 

The following related sermons are also available for free as mp3 downloads or audio 
streaming on the Focal Point Website (FocalPointMinistries.org). 
Msg. # 11-18 – Human Laws & Christian Conduct 
Msg. # 08-14 – How to Get Eternal Life: Things that Stand in the Way 
Msg. # 10-33 – Strategic Rest and a Godly Work Ethic 
Msg. # 09-15 – Avoiding the Common Parenting Sins 
Msg. # 11-21 – Elections, Activism & Civil Disobedience 
 
 Here are some books which may assist you in a deeper study of the truths presented in today’s sermon. While Pastor Mike cannot endorse 

every concept presented in each book, he does believe these resources will be helpful in profitably thinking through today’s topic. 
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