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1. The Holy Spirit & The Incarnation
A. Child by Agency of the Holy Spirit
Matthew 1:18 Luke 1:34-35
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will be called holy—the Son of God.

1. The Holy Spirit & The Incarnation
A. Child by Agency of the Holy Spirit
“We do better to adore the mysteries of
deity than to investigate them.”!
“To know Christ means to know his
benefits, and not as the Scholastics teach, "
to reflect upon his natures "
and the modes of his incarnation.”!
Philipp Melanchthon

1. The Holy Spirit & The Incarnation
A. Child by Agency of the Holy Spirit
Matthew 1:19
And her husband
Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to
put her to shame,
resolved to divorce
her quietly.

Deuteronomy 23:2
No one born of a forbidden union
may enter the assembly of the
Lord. Even to the tenth
generation, none of his
descendants may enter the
assembly of the Lord.

1. The Holy Spirit & The Incarnation
B. Why by the Holy Spirit?
Rom.8:1-4

1) To Produce a Sinless Human

Mt.3:13-15

2) To Fulfill All Righteousness

Heb.2:14-17

3) To Pay the Penalty for Human Sin

2. The Holy Spirit in Christ’s Ministry
Lk.4:1a

A. Filled with the Holy Spirit
Matthew
12:28
Led by the Holy Spirit
But if it is by the Spirit of God that
I cast out demons, then the kingdom
Visible
Anointing
by
the
Holy
Spirit
of God has come upon you.

Lk.4:1b

B.

Lk.3:21-22

C.

Lk.4:4:18

D. Empowered by the Holy Spirit

E. Why This Reliance?
1) The “Kenosis” (“emptied”)
Philippians 2:6-8
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross.

E. Why This Reliance?
1) The “Kenosis” (“emptied”)
• The Son did NOT stop being God
John 14:8-9
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it
is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.

E. Why This Reliance?
1) The “Kenosis” (“emptied”)
• The Son did NOT stop being God
• The Son Displayed His Divine Power
Matthew 8:26-27
Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea,
and there was a great calm. And the men marveled,
saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds
and sea obey him?”

E. Why This Reliance?
2) It was a Self-Imposed Reliance
• On the Father
Luke 6:12-13
In these days he went out to the mountain
to pray, and all night he continued in
Cp.
prayer to God. And when day came, he
called his disciples and chose from them
twelve, whom he named apostles

Luke 2:47
And all who heard
him were amazed
at his understanding and his
answers.

E. Why This Reliance?
2) It was a Self-Imposed Reliance
• On the Father
• On the Holy Spirit
Matthew 12:28
But if it is by the Spirit of
God that I cast out demons,
then the kingdom of God
has come upon you.

Cp.

Mark 9:25
He rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, You mute and
deaf spirit, I command you,
come out of him…

E. Why This Reliance?
3) It’s not that he “Could Not”…
…It’s that he “Would Not”
Matthew 4:3
And the temper came and
said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command
these stones to become
loaves of bread.”

Cp.

Matthew 14:19-20
Then he broke the loaves and
gave them to his disciples,
and the disciples gave them
to the crowds. And they all ate
and were satisfied.

E. Why This Reliance?
4) He “Relied” to Sympathize with Us
Hebrews 4:15-16
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

E. Why This Reliance?
5) He “Relied” to Provide an Example
1 John 2:4-6
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,
but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of
God is perfected. By this we may know that we are
in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk
in the same way in which he walked.

3. The Holy Spirit & Christ’s Death
Hebrews 9:14
how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God.

4. The HS & Christ’s Resurrection
Romans 1:4
and was declared to
be the Son of God in
power according to
the Spirit of holiness
by his resurrection
from the dead

Romans 8:11
If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through his
Spirit who dwells in you.

5. Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
A. The Scene
B. The Charge (v.24)
C. Christ’s Response

Matthew 12:22-32

1) Satan is not Defeating Satan (vv.25-26)
2) You Claim the Opposite for Yours (v.27)
3) If Mine from God, then Kingdom’s Here (v.28)

5. Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
D. Components of the
Unforgiveable Sin

Matthew 12:22-32

1) Witness Christ’s Miracles (by the Holy Spirit)
2) Tell Others they are Satan’s Work

E. That Sin Not Now Possible (Obstinacy Is)
1) Hard Hearts (Heb.3:7-15)
2) Deliberate Refusal (Heb.10:26-31)

5. Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
F. “In This Age or
Matthew 12:22-32
in the Age to Come”
• This is the Only Age for Forgiveness
Hebrews 9:27-28
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that
comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

