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1.  First Peter
A.  Length

• 5 Chapters
• 105 Verses
• 1,684 Words



1.  First Peter
B.  Author

• Stated
1 Peter 1:1a
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ

• Peter the Apostle
1 Peter 5:12 
By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have 
written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this… 

• Via an Amanuensis, Silvanus (AKA “Silas”)



1.  First Peter
C.  Date

• Written from “Babylon”
1 Peter 5:13 
She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you 
greetings, and so does Mark, my son. 

• Persecution is Likely after Fire of AD 64
• Peter Said to be Martyred in AD 67
• Approximately AD 65



1.  First Peter
D.  Recipients 

• Stated
1 Peter 1:1b 
To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia

• Broadest “Specific” Addressees in NT
• Diaspora?  (Jewish?)





1.  First Peter
E.  Purpose

• Stand Firm
1 Peter 5:12b
I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that 
this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 

• In the Face of Suffering
1 Peter 5:9 
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 
of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. 



1.  First Peter
F.  Simple Outline

1)  Persecution in Perspective  (1:1-12)
2)  Be Holy  (1:13-25)
3)  You’re God’s People  (2:1-12)
4)  Submit to Authority  (2:13 – 3:7)
5)  Suffer with a Good Conscience  (3:8-22)
6)  Don’t Be Shaken by Suffering  (4)
7)  Humility in the Church  (5)



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

1)  Suffering as a Welcomed Test
1 Peter 1:6–7 
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that 
the tested genuineness of your faith.. may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

1)  Suffering as a Welcomed Test
1 Peter 5:10 
And after you have suffered a little while, the God 
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, 
and establish you. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

2)  Living in Light of Our Evaluation
1 Peter 1:17 
And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with 
fear throughout the time of your exile, 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

3)  Accept the Right Kind of Persecution
1 Peter 2:12 
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
1 Peter 4:15–16 
But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

4)  Sincere Respect for Authority
1 Peter 2:13–14 
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors 
as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. 
3:1  – Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, 
so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be 
won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

5)  Evidence of Faith in Suffering
1 Peter 2:22–23 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly.
1 Peter 4:19 
Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

6)  The Call to “Apologetics”
1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but 
in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

7)  The Lack of Persecution Would be Surprising 
1 Peter 4:12–13 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

7)  The Lack of Persecution Would be Surprising 
1 Peter 4:1–2 
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves 
with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in 
the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of 
the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for 
the will of God. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

7)  The Lack of Persecution Would be Surprising 
1 Peter 2:11 
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 



1.  First Peter
G.  Favorite Things

8)  The Call to Willing Ministry
1 Peter 5:2 
shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 



2.  Second Peter
A.  Length

• 3 Chapters
• 61 Verses
• 1099 Words



2.  Second Peter
B.  Author

• Disputed Early On
-- Not for Content
-- Likely for Glut of Pseudepigraphal Works

• Stated
2 Peter 1:1a
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ

• Peter the Apostle



2.  Second Peter
C.  Date

• Likely Written from Rome
-- Just Before His Martyrdom

2 Peter 1:13–15 
I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by 
way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my body 
will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 
And I will make every effort so that after my departure you 
may be able at any time to recall these things. 

• AD 67



2.  Second Peter
D.  Recipients

• Generally Stated
2 Peter 1:1b 
…To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing 
with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ: 

• Likely Sent to the Same Group as 1 Peter



2.  Second Peter
E.  Purpose

• Stated
2 Peter 1:12–15 
Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, 
though you know them and are established in the truth that 
you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir 
you up by way of reminder, since I know that the putting off 
of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made 
clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my 
departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 



2.  Second Peter
F.  Simplified Outline

1)  Affirm You Calling  (1)
2)  Beware of False Teachers  (2)
3)  Christ is Coming  (3)



2.  Second Peter
G.  Favorite Things

1)  Call to Real “Effort” in Spiritual Growth
2 Peter 1:5 
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge…



2.  Second Peter
G.  Favorite Things

2)  Fruit = Assurance 
2 Peter 1:8–10 
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep 
you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is 
so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the 
more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. 



2.  Second Peter
G.  Favorite Things

3)  The Symptom of “Despising Authority”
2 Peter 2:10, 12, 18
[They] despise authority…  like irrational animals, 
creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, 
blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant… 
For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual 
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from 
those who live in error. 



2.  Second Peter
G.  Favorite Things

4)  Delay of Christ = Evangelism!
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise... But is patient… 
not wishing for any to perish, but that all should reach 
repentance.
2 Peter 3:15 
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as 
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to 
the wisdom given him



3.  Jude
A.  Length

• 1 Chapters
• 25 Verses
• 461 Words



3.  Jude
B.  Author

• Stated
Jude 1a 
Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James

• James’ Brother  (Apostle? Or Author of James?)
Matthew 13:55 
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called 
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas? 

• Jesus’ Half-Brother



3.  Jude
C.  Date

• Jude Quotes 2 Peter
Jude 17–18 
But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the 
last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions.” 

• No Mention of the Destruction of Jerusalem
• AD 68  [*note the revised date ≠ 75]



3.  Jude
D.  Recipient

• Generally Stated
Jude 1b
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept 
for Jesus Christ



3.  Jude
E.  Purpose

• Stated
Jude 3–4 
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to 
you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints. For certain people have crept in unnoticed who 
long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 



3.  Jude
F.  Simplified Outline

1)  Protect Sound Doctrine  (1-4)
2)  God Punishes False Teachers  (5-16)
3)  Be Vigilant  (17-25)



3.  Jude
G.  Favorite Things

1)  Can’t Ignore False Teaching
Jude 3 
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about 
our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints. 



3.  Jude
G.  Favorite Things

2)  False Teachers are Subtle
Jude 4 
For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago 
were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, 
who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny 
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 



3.  Jude
G.  Favorite Things

3)  Quotations are Not Wholesale Endorsements
Jude 14 
It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten 
thousands of his holy ones…



4.  First John
A.  Length

• 5 Chapters
• 105 Verses
• 2,141 Words



4.  First John
B.  Author

• Not Internally Identified
• Early Manuscripts & Early Church = “John”
• Style Consistent with “John” the Apostle

-- Son of Zebedee  (Mt.10:2)
-- Brother of James the Apostle



4.  First John
D.  Recipients

• To Christians (ch.2)
• No One Specifically Named (Circular?)
• Earliest Known Use of 1 John = Ephesus
• Generally Addressed = Asia Minor?



4.  First John
E.  Purpose

• To Combat an Early Form of Gnosticism
-- Dualism (Matter = Bad; Spirit = Good)

1 John 4:2 
By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God

• To Give Assurance of Salvation



4.  First John
F.  Simple Outline

1)  Walk in the Light  (1)
2)  Love Christ Not the World  (2)
3)  Works are Evidence of Faith  (3)
4)  Be Doctrinally Guarded  (4)
5)  Make Sure You’re Saved  (5)



4.  First John
G.  Favorite Things

1)  The Folly of Christian Sinlessness
1 John 1:10–2:1 
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 



4.  First John
G.  Favorite Things

2)  The Importance of Sinning Less
1 John 3:5–7 
You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and 
in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on 
sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him 
or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 



4.  First John
G.  Favorite Things

3)  The Folly of “Loving the World”
1 John 2:15–17 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father 
but is from the world. And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. 



4.  First John
G.  Favorite Things

4)  The Test of Love for Christ
1 John 3:15–18 
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this we 
know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s 
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, 
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
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