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1.  What is Apologetics?
• Another “Transliterated” word from the Greek NT

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 



Apo Logia

“From”
“Out of”
“Off of”

“Saying”
“Statement”

“Charge”
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Acts 25:16 
[Festus] answered them that 
it was not the custom of the 
Romans to give up anyone before 
the accused met the accusers face to 
face and had opportunity to make 
his defense concerning the charge 
laid against him. 



!"#$%&%'(
Acts 22:1 
“Brothers and fathers, 
hear the defense that 
I now make before you.” 



!"#$%&%'(
Philippians 1:7 
It is right for me to feel this way 
about you all, because I hold you in 
my heart, for you are all partakers 
with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. 



!"#$%&%'(
Philippians 1:16 
The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for 
the defense of the gospel. 





1.  What is Apologetics?
• Another “Transliterated” word from the Greek NT

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 



1.  What is Apologetics?
“Reasoned and persuasive responses

to accusations 
against the truthfulness of Christianity”



1.  What is Apologetics?
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1.  What is Apologetics?

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 





2.  Why Engage in Apologetics?
A.  

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 















2.  Why Engage in Apologetics?
A.  Because You’re Jealous for God’s Honor  

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

A.  



2 Corinthians 10:32 Corinthians 10:3–2 Corinthians 10:3–2 Corinthians 10:3–2 Corinthians 10:3 52 Corinthians 10:32 Corinthians 10:32 Corinthians 10:3 55
we are not waging war according to the flesh. we are not waging war according to the flesh. 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh 
but have divine power to destroy strongholds. but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 

We destroy arguments We destroy arguments 
and every lofty opinion and every lofty opinion 

raised against the knowledge of God, raised against the knowledge of God, 
and take every thought captive and take every thought captive 

to obey Christ



2.  Why Engage in Apologetics?
B.  Because We Have Compassion for the Lost

2 Corinthians 5:10-11
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 
done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing 
the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 

B.  



Luke 16:27Luke 16:27–Luke 16:27–Luke 16:27–Luke 16:27 28 

“Then I beg you, father, to send “Then I beg you, father, to send 
him to my father’s house 
“Then I beg you, father, to send “Then I beg you, father, to send 
him to my father’s house him to my father’s house —him to my father’s house 
for I have five brothers 
him to my father’s house him to my father’s house 
for I have five brothers for I have five brothers —
him to my father’s house 

—— so that 
he may warn them, lest they also he may warn them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.”



Mark 6:34 Mark 6:34 
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, 
and he had compassion on them, and he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
And he began to teach them many things. 



2.  Why Engage in Apologetics?
B.  Because You’re Jealous for God’s Honor  

2 Corinthians 5:10-11
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 
done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing 
the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 



2.  Why Engage in Apologetics?
C.  Because We’re Commanded To

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

C.  



Jude 3Jude 3
Although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, Although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, 
I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints.



Galatians 1:9Galatians 1:9–Galatians 1:9–Galatians 1:9–Galatians 1:9 10Galatians 1:9Galatians 1:9Galatians 1:9 101010
If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary 
to the one you received, to the one you received, 
let him be accursed. let him be accursed. 
For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please man? Or am I trying to please man? 
If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.



3.  Understand the Battle
A.  The Definition of “Faith”

• Faith is NOT believing what I know isn’t true!
-- e.g.:  “It’s not about facts, it’s about faith”

“Faith is just believing”
“Just take a leap of faith”

• NT word:
-- Rare Usage = “Accept the Facts” (“believe”)
-- Common Usage = “Place Confidence” (“believe in”)

> Often “Faith”  (better: “Trust”)



Daryl Schmidt, “The Scholar’s Bible” (Gospel of Mark – pp.24-25)
“The key terms repent and believe have remained unchanged from the 
first great English translations of Tyndale in 1526 through the New 
Revised Version of 1990.  In the meantime, these English terms have 
taken on specific meanings of their own, which have moved them farther 
and farther away from the underlying Greek.  Believe is now used mostly 
in the mental sense, ‘accept as true,’ and only secondarily is it ‘have 
confidence in, trust.’  The second, and not the first, sense is the primary 
meaning of the Greek verb pisteuo and other related words, such as the 
noun pistis, usually translated ‘faith.’



Daryl Schmidt, “The Scholar’s Bible” (Gospel of Mark – pp.24-25)
But the common understanding of believe has overpowered the basic 
sense of faith, so that both have come to signify mental activity: accept a 
statement as true.  As a result, in traditional English versions Jesus’ 
message comes out, ‘Accept the words I say as true,’ when Jesus is 
actually calling on his hearers to put their trust in the good news.  And 
when the distraught father tells Jesus, in traditional language, ‘I believe, 
help my unbelief’ (9:24), it sounds like he is trying to convince himself to 
‘accept as true’ something that is not.  Actually, he is exclaiming, ‘I do 
trust!  Help my lack of trust!’”



“It is awful; “It is awful; 
it is amusing; it is amusing; 
it is artificial.”

“Awe“Awe-“Awe-Inspiring”“Awe“Awe“Awe Inspiring”Inspiring”Inspiring”
AmazingAmazing
Artistic”
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James 2:19

Even the demons believe Even the demons believe –Even the demons believe 
and shudder.

Mark 1:23Mark 1:23-Mark 1:23-24

There was a man with an There was a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, “What have you to do out, “What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are 
Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are us? I know who you are –
Have you come to destroy Have you come to destroy 

–– the us? I know who you are 
Holy One of God.”



I can fly this thing

I believe you
I believe I believe ininin you



I believe I believe 
in

I believe I believe 
inin youI believe I believe 

in
I believe I believe 
inin you

I believe I believe 
in

I believe I believe 
inin youI believe I believe 

in
I believe I believe 
inin you

I believe I believe 
in

I believe I believe 
inin you

I believe I believe 
in

I believe I believe 
inin you

I believe I believe 
in

I believe I believe 
inin youI believe I believe 

in
I believe I believe 
inin youI believe I believe 

in
I believe I believe 
inin you



James 2:19

Even the demons believe Even the demons believe –Even the demons believe 
and shudder.

Mark 1:23Mark 1:23-Mark 1:23-24

There was a man with an There was a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, “What have you to do out, “What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are 
Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are us? I know who you are –
Have you come to destroy Have you come to destroy 

–– the us? I know who you are 
Holy One of God.”



Why is it thought incredible by any of you Why is it thought incredible by any of you 
that God raises the dead? (Acts 26:8) 

I am speaking true and I am speaking true and 
rational words (v.25)



3.  Understand the Battle
B.  The Understanding of “Truth”



The Nature of Christian Truth Claims…
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

--
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

---- God ExistsGod ExistsGod Exists
a)  He Actually Exists (regardless)a)  He Actually Exists (regardless)
b)  He “is there” For You b)  He “is there” For You 

(but not real)



The Nature of Christian Truth Claims…
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

--
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

---- Jesus was God IncarnateJesus was God IncarnateJesus was God Incarnate
a)  He was Truly God in Human Forma)  He was Truly God in Human Form
b)  He was Hailed to be God by Some b)  He was Hailed to be God by Some 

(but not God)



The Nature of Christian Truth Claims…
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

--
• They Claim to Correspond with Reality• They Claim to Correspond with Reality

---- Jesus is Alive from the DeadJesus is Alive from the DeadJesus is Alive from the Dead
a)  He is Actually Physically Alivea)  He is Actually Physically Alive
b)  He is a Source of “Life” for Manyb)  He is a Source of “Life” for Many

(but still dead)



You can believe your religious “truth” You can believe your religious “truth” 
just don’t try to claim it’s really true



Real TruthsReal Truths
• Objective• Objective
• True whether you • True whether you 

believe them or not

Religious TruthsReligious Truths
• Subjective• Subjective
• “True” for you if you • “True” for you if you 

want to believe them



“I don’t think that word “I don’t think that word 
means what you think means what you think 

it means”



That’s Called That’s Called 
a “Preference”

“Truly” (IMHO) “Truly” (IMHO) 
the Best Pizza
“Truly” (IMHO) 
the Best Pizzathe Best Pizza



Jesus Did Jesus Did 
Not Rise Not Rise 

from the Dead

Jesus Rose Jesus Rose 
from the Dead

Jesus Was Not Jesus Was Not 
Crucified Nor Crucified Nor 
Did He Rise Did He Rise Did He Rise 

from the Dead



“True 
Truth”



“The Bible represents a fundamental guidepost for 
millions of people on the planet, in much the same 
way the Koran, Torah, and Pali Canon offer guidance 
to people of other religions. If you and 
I could dig up documentation that 
contradicted the holy stories of Islamic 
belief, Judaic belief, Buddhist belief, 
pagan belief, should we do that?  

way the Koran, Torah, and Pali Canon offer guidance 



“Should we wave a flag and tell the Buddhists 
that we have proof the Buddha did not come 
from a lotus blossom?  
Or that Jesus was not born of 
a literal virgin birth?  
Those who truly understand 
their faiths understand the stories 
are metaphorical”



1 Corinthians 15:141 Corinthians 15:14-1 Corinthians 15:14-19 1 Corinthians 15:141 Corinthians 15:14
“If Christ has not been raised…“If Christ has not been raised…

1)  Our Message is Useless1)  Our Message is Useless1)  Our Message is Useless
2)  We are Liars2)  We are Liars2)  We are Liars
3)  Our Faith is Futile3)  Our Faith is Futile3)  Our Faith is Futile

4)  We are Unforgiven4)  We are Unforgiven4)  We are Unforgiven
5)  All Dead Christians5)  All Dead Christians

are Forever Lost



4.  Engagement in Apologetics
A.  Defending Truth Claims is NOT the Gospel

1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

A.  



4.  Engagement in Apologetics
B.  It Assumes You’ve Shared the Gospel

(It Vindicates Our Hope in the Gospel)1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

B.  



4.  Engagement in Apologetics
C.  It Requires Self-Control

(Keep Your Emotions & Words in Check)1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

C.  



2 Timothy 2:24–25
The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome 

but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 
correcting his opponents with gentleness.



James 1:19–20
Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; for the anger of man 
does not produce the righteousness of God.



James 4:6
“God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble.”

1 Corinthians 2:1
When I came to you, brothers, 
did not come proclaiming to you 
the testimony of God with 
lofty speech or wisdom.



2 Corinthians 4:4–6
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” 
has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.



Putting aside the foolish confidence as 
though we had some ability to help the 
Word along in the hearer, let us rather 
engage in the prayer that without us He 
alone may perfect in the hearer what He 
speaks in the teacher. For it is He who 
speaks, and it is He who hears and 
works all in all people. We are His 
vessels and instruments, powerless 
either to receive or to give unless He 
Himself gives and receives. Himself gives and receives. 

!"#$%&'()$*+#



4.  Engagement in Apologetics
D.  Fight Fear & Anxiety

(You are Not Alone in This…)1 Peter 3:14–15 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will 
be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 

D.  



1 Corinthians 3:5–7
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? 
Servants through whom you believed, 
as the Lord assigned to each. 
I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the growth. 
So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth.



Luke 12:11Luke 12:11–Luke 12:11–12Luke 12:11Luke 12:11Luke 12:11 121212
When they bring you When they bring you 
before the synagogues before the synagogues 
and the rulers and the rulers 
and the authorities, and the authorities, 
do not be anxious about 

how you should how you should 
defend yourself defend yourself 

or what you should say, or what you should say, 
for the Holy Spirit for the Holy Spirit 

will teach you will teach you 
in that very hour in that very hour 

what you ought to say.”



2 Corinthians 4:22 Corinthians 4:2
We have renounced disgraceful, We have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. underhanded ways. 
We refuse to practice cunning We refuse to practice cunning 
or to tamper with God’s word, or to tamper with God’s word, 
but by the open statement of the truth but by the open statement of the truth 
we would commend ourselves we would commend ourselves 
to 
we would commend ourselves we would commend ourselves 
to to everyone’s conscience everyone’s conscience everyone’s conscience 
we would commend ourselves we would commend ourselves 

everyone’s conscience everyone’s conscience everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.



Romans 2:15–16
They show that the work of the law 

is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience

also bears witness, 
and their conflicting thoughts 

accuse or even excuse them 
on that day when, 

according to my gospel, 
God judges the secrets of men 

by Christ Jesus.



Romans 1:18Romans 1:18–Romans 1:18–Romans 1:18–Romans 1:18 20Romans 1:18Romans 1:18Romans 1:18 202020
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. because God has shown it to them. 
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the ever since the creation
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 

creationcreation of the world, ever since the ever since the creationcreationcreation of the world, of the world, 
in the things that have been madein the things that have been made

of the world, of the world, 
in the things that have been madein the things that have been madein the things that have been made. in the things that have been madein the things that have been made
So they are without excuse.



5.  Anticipate What Needs Defending
• The Gospel



God 
is Creator

è
Is There Really a God?

I Don’t Think There is a Personal Creator
A.

God 
is Holy

è
Why Can’t We Decide What’s Good?

How Do we Know the Bible is God’s Word?
B.

God 
is Just

è
Why Would God Judge Me?

Aren’t People Basically Good?
C.

God 
is Loving

è
Why Then Is There All This Suffering?

Why Did God Allow Evil to Exist?
D.



Jesus 
is God

è
Wasn’t Jesus Just a Good Teacher?

Are Miracles Even Possible?
E.

Jesus was
Resurrected è

Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?
Isn’t Death the End of Our Existence?

F.

Repent & 
Trust Christ

è
What About Other Religions?

What About People Who’ve Never Heard?
G.

Live for 
Christ

è
What Does Your Changed Life Prove?

What About All the Evil Done in Christ’s Name?
H.
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