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1.  Two Questions About the Bible
A.  Is What We Have What Was Written?

B.  Is What They Wrote God’s Message?
è Last week

è Tonight



2.  The Bible’s Claim
A.  “Breathed Out By God”

• Understanding the NT Term



2 Timothy 3:15–17
from childhood you have been acquainted with 
the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is breathed out by God  (ESV)
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (Tyndale 1526)
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (KJV 1611)

…inspiration…  (RSV, NASB, NLT, NET
…inspiration…   CSB, ASV, NCV, NRSV
…inspiration…   etc., etc., etc., etc.,)
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Old Latin Definition:
INSPIRO 
Old Latin Definition:
INSPIRO INSPIRO = “
Old Latin Definition:Old Latin Definition:

= “= “to breath
Old Latin Definition:

to breathto breath”= “= “
“
to breathto breath= “to breathto breath

“to blow in or onto blow in or on”
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“All Scripture is blown out by God”
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Modern English Definition:
Inspiration = “Stimulation of 

the mind or emotions”
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Modern English Definition 2:
Inspiration = “a sudden 

creative act or idea”
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The adjective describes…
•  The Writer?
•  The Reader?
•  The Documents!





2.  The Bible’s Claim
A.  “God Breathed”
B.  “Spoke… Carried Along by the Holy Spirit”



2 Peter 1:20–21
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone’s own interpretation. 
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.



Acts 27:15
And when the ship 
was caught and could 
not face the wind, we 
gave way to it and 
were driven along.



Acts 27:17
After hoisting it up, 
they used supports to 
undergird the ship. 
…they lowered the 
gear, and thus they gear, and thus they 
were driven along.



2 Peter 1:20–21
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone’s own interpretation. 
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.



2.  The Bible’s Claim
C.  Old & New Testament



Hebrews 2:1–4
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we 
have heard, lest we drift away from it. For since the 
message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and 
every transgression or disobedience received a just 
retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great 
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was 
attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore 
witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and 
by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.



1 Thessalonians 4:8
Therefore whoever disregards this, 
disregards not man but God, 
who gives his Holy Spirit to you.



1 Thessalonians 2:13 
And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, 
the word of God, which is at work in you believers.



1 Corinthians 2:11–13
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. Now we [1:1] have received not the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we [1:1] 
might understand the things freely given us by God. And 
we [1:1] impart this in words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit



2 Peter 3:15–16
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as 
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to 
the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when 
he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things 
in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant 
and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other Scriptures.
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The Holy Spirit

!"#$%&'&(%%“Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David”

The Holy Spirit



Revelation

The Holy Spirit

!"#$%&'&(%%“Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David”

The Holy Spirit



Revelation

The Holy Spirit

!"#$%&'&(%%“Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David”

The Holy Spirit

Inspiration



2 Samuel 23:22 Samuel 23:2–2 Samuel 23:2–2 Samuel 23:2–2 Samuel 23:2 32 Samuel 23:22 Samuel 23:22 Samuel 23:2 33
“The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; “The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; 
his word is on my tongue. his word is on my tongue. 
The God of Israel has spoken; The God of Israel has spoken; 
the Rock of Israel has said to me: …”
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The Holy Spirit

!"#$%&'(&)%%“The Holy Spirit was 
right in saying to your fathers 
through Isaiah the prophet…”

Revelation



The Holy Spirit

!"#$%&'(&)%%“The Holy Spirit was 
right in saying to your fathers 
through Isaiah the prophet…”

Revelation Inspiration



2.  The Bible’s Claim
D.  A Definition
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“Divine Inspiration”
the process by which the Holy Spirit

recorded HIS message in words, 
using chosen human authors,

utilizing their writing styles 
resulting in an exact record 

of God’s revelation 
in the original document”



2.  The Bible’s Claim
E.  An Illustration



God sends the 
Incarnate Word

God sends the 
Written Word

Human
Parent

HS
Overshadows

Human
Authors

HS
Superintends

Word without Sin Word without Error
Adapted from Paul Enns,, 1998



3.  The Bigness of the Claim
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3.  The Bigness of the Claim
A.  Absolute Claims (not Comparative Claims)



3.  The Bigness of the Claim

Any Book 
Could Claim to 

be “God’s 
Word”



3.  The Bigness of the Claim
B.  There’s No “Half-way Response”

• Response, Like C.S. Lewis on Christ



Jesus = “Claims to be God”

If False… If True…

He Knew It? He Didn’t Know It?

Liar Lunatic Lord



Bible = “Claims to be God’s Word”

If False… If True…

Intentional? Unintentional?

Book of Lies Book of Craziness Authoritative Truth



Any Book 
Could Claim to 

be “God’s 
Word”

Book of Lies Book of Craziness Authoritative Truth



Any Book 
Could Claim to 

be “God’s 
Word”



4. The Bible’s Credentials

Any Book 
Could Claim to 

be “God’s 
Word”



1 Thessalonians 4:8
Therefore whoever disregards this, 
disregards not man but God



Romans 1:1–5



Romans 1:1–5
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations
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Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
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for the sake of his name among all the nations



4. The Bible’s Credentials
A.  Predictive Prophecy



Isaiah 46:9Isaiah 46:9–Isaiah 46:9–Isaiah 46:9–Isaiah 46:9 10 

I am God, and there is no other; I am God, I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the beginning and from ancient times from the beginning and from ancient times 
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall 
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 



Isaiah 41:21Isaiah 41:21–Isaiah 41:21–24 

Set forth your case, says the Set forth your case, says the LLORDORD; bring your Set forth your case, says the Set forth your case, says the ; bring your ; bring your 
proofs, says the King of Jacob. Let them bring proofs, says the King of Jacob. Let them bring 
them, and tell us what is to happen. Tell us them, and tell us what is to happen. Tell us 
the former things, what they are, that we the former things, what they are, that we 
may consider them, that we may know their may consider them, that we may know their 
outcome; or declare to us the things to come. 



Isaiah 41:21Isaiah 41:21–Isaiah 41:21–24 

Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may 
know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, 
that we may be dismayed and terrified. that we may be dismayed and terrified. 
Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less 
than nothing; an abomination is he who than nothing; an abomination is he who 
chooses you. 
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“It is the only volume ever produced by man, “It is the only volume ever produced by man, 
or a group of men, in which is to be found a or a group of men, in which is to be found a or a group of men, in which is to be found a 
large body of prophecies relating to individual large body of prophecies relating to individual large body of prophecies relating to individual 
nations, to Israel, to all the peoples of the nations, to Israel, to all the peoples of the nations, to Israel, to all the peoples of the 
earth, to certain cities, and to the coming of earth, to certain cities, and to the coming of earth, to certain cities, and to the coming of 
One who was to be the Messiah. 



!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable Book!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable BookThe Incomparable Book
…The ancient world had many different …The ancient world had many different 
devices for determining the future, know as devices for determining the future, know as devices for determining the future, know as 
divination, but not in the entire library of divination, but not in the entire library of divination, but not in the entire library of 
Greek and Latin literature, even though they Greek and Latin literature, even though they Greek and Latin literature, even though they 
use the words prophet and prophecy, can we use the words prophet and prophecy, can we use the words prophet and prophecy, can we 
find any real specific prophecy of a great



!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable Book!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable BookThe Incomparable Book
historic event to come in the distant future, historic event to come in the distant future, 
nor any prophecy of a Savior to arise in the nor any prophecy of a Savior to arise in the nor any prophecy of a Savior to arise in the 
human race...  Islam cannot point to any human race...  Islam cannot point to any human race...  Islam cannot point to any 
prophecies of the coming of Muhammed prophecies of the coming of Muhammed prophecies of the coming of Muhammed 
uttered hundreds of years before his birth.



!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable Book!"#$%&'()"*+,'!"#$%&'()"*+,'The Incomparable BookThe Incomparable Book
…Neither can the founders of any cult in this …Neither can the founders of any cult in this 
country rightly identify any ancient text country rightly identify any ancient text country rightly identify any ancient text 
Specifically foretelling their appearance.”



Leviticus 26 predicted the events of Ezekiel & Daniel  
900 years before it happened

Jeremiah 29 predicted the length of the exile in Babylon 
94 years before it happened

Isaiah 44 predicted the name of the Persian king Cyrus
150 years before he arrived

Daniel 9 predicted the date of the coming of Christ 
480 years before he came







Acts 7:52Acts 7:52
Which of the prophets did your fathers Which of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute? And they killed those not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the who announced beforehand the 
coming of the Righteous One



Jesus from the tribe of Judah
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem

Jesus from the line of David
Jesus dies an unnatural death

Jesus rises from the dead
Jesus arrives on a precise schedule 

Odds by Chance?
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1 in 100 
Quadrillion 
Chance (1/1017)



Isaiah 42:9 
Behold, the former 
things have come to pass, 

and new things 
I now declare; 

before they spring 
forth I tell you of them.



Joshua 21:45
Not one word of all the good promises 
that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; 
all came to pass.



4. The Bible’s Credentials
A.  Predictive Prophecy
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4. The Bible’s Credentials
A.  Predictive Prophecy
B.  Christ’s Resurrection

• (Upcoming Lecture)
C.  The Resurrected Christ’s View of the Bible



Matthew 5:18
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law 
until all is accomplished.



Mark 12:26
As for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book 
of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to 
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob’?



Matthew 19:4
He answered, “Have you not read that he who created 

them from the beginning made them male and female…”



Matthew 12:40
For just as Jonah was three days and three nights 

in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.



Matthew 12:41
The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this

generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.



Matthew 24:37
For as were the days of Noah, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man.



Luke 4:20-21
He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing.”



Luke 18:31
he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and everything that is written about the Son of Man 

by the prophets will be accomplished.



Luke 24:44
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”



Luke 16:29
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them.’



Luke 24:25
He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have spoken!



Luke 24:25
He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have spoken!



John 10:35
Scripture cannot be broken
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